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possible ; and it may be supposed that Cino came to
join him not on account of political sympathy alone ;
as Selvaggia Vergiolesi, his daughter, is the lady cele-
brated throughout the poet's compositions. Three years
later, the Vergiolesi and their followers, finding Pitecchio
untenable, fortified themselves on the Monte della
Sambuca, a lofty peak on the Apennines ; which again
they were finally obliged to abandon, yielding it to the
Guelfs of Pistoia at the price of eleven thousand lire.
Meanwhile the bleak air of the Sambuca had proved
fatal to the lady Selvaggia, who remained buried there,
or, as Cino expresses it in one of his poems,
Cast out upon the steep path of the mountains,
Where Death had shut her in between hard stones.
Over her cheerless tomb Cino bent and mourned, as
he has told us, when, after a prolonged absence spent
partly in France, he returned through Tuscany on his
way to Rome. He had not been with Selvaggia's family
at the time of her death ; and it is probable that, on his
return to the Sambuca, the fortress was already surren-
dered, and her grave almost the only record left there
of the Vergiolesi.
Cino's journey to Home was on account of his having
received a high office under Louis of Savoy, who pre-
ceded the Emperor Henry VII when he went thither to
be crowned in 1310. In another three years the last
blow was dealt to the hopes of the exiled and persecuted
Ghibellines, by the death of the Emperor, caused almost
surely by poison. This death Cino has lamented in
a canzone. It probably determined him to abandon
a cause which seemed dead, and return, when possible,
to his native city. This he succeeded in doing before
1319, as in that year we find him deputed, together with
six other citizens, by the government of Pistoia to take
possession of a stronghold recently yielded to them.
He had now been for some time married to Margherita
degli Ughi, of a very noble Pistoiese family, who bore
him a son named Mino, and four daughters, Diamante,
Beatrice, Giovanna, and Lombarduccia. Indeed, this

